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MLA Documentation Style 
(Adapted from MLA Handbook Eighth Edition) 

 
In April 2016, the Modern Language Association updated its handbook with an eighth edition. In this update, MLA 
format is re-conceptualized to reflect how academic writing has changed. 
 
There are some significant changes, and if you learned MLA style prior to April 2016, you should refer to the MLA 
Handbook Eighth Edition when using this style. 
 
The new edition recognizes the wide variety within contemporary scholarly prose, as well as the sources with which 
the prose is written. According to the Purdue Online Writing Lab: 
 

While earlier editions emphasized importance of following specific guidelines for formatting, the eighth 
edition focuses on the practice and process of scholarly documentation. The logic here is basic: a style guide 
should offer a method that is widely applicable. Rather than insisting that writers follow strict citation 
formulas, this handbook outlines the principles of MLA documentation and explains how writers can use 
them in many different situations (Purdue OWL). 

 
This also means that there is often more than one correct way to document a source. When working with sources, be 
sure to collect the following information: Author, Title, Title of container, Contributors, Version, Number, 
Publisher, Publication date and Location. 
 

EXAMPLES 
Books and scholarly articles: 
 
The Purdue OWL highlights the differences in format for books and scholarly articles.  
 
Whereas the seventh edition includes the city and medium of publication for books, the eighth edition omits this 
information.  
 
Therefore, in the Seventh Edition, 
  
Jacobs, Alan. The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2011. Print. 
 
becomes, 
 
Jacobs, Alan. The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction. Oxford UP, 2011. 
 
And whereas the seventh edition uses strict, normative punctuation to identify the core elements of the citation, the 
eighth edition encourages the user to streamline the punctuation and explain the references instead. That means 
specifically indicating which numbers refer to the volume, issue, and pagination.  
 
Therefore, the Seventh Edition,  
 
Kinkaid, Jamaica. “In History.” Callaloo 24.2 (Spring 2001): 620-26. Web. 
 
becomes, 
 
Kincaid, Jamaica. “In History.” Callaloo, vol. 24, no. 2, Spring 2001, pp. 620-26. 
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MLA IN-TEXT CITATIONS 
 
An in-text citation in a paper points the reader to the full citation on the “Works Cited” page.  Typically, the in-text 
citation (also called parenthetical reference) includes the author’s last name and page number if applicable.  If 
sources don’t have authors listed or page numbers, other methods are used to connect the parenthetical reference to 
the works-cited entry.   
 
Note: When punctuating in-text citations, periods go after the parentheses, not before.   
 
Below are examples of in-text citations along with the page number of the MLA Handbook where additional 
information can be found.  
 
Author’s Name in Text —If the author’s name is mentioned in the text of the paper, then only a page number (if 
available) is required in parentheses (MLA Handbook 54). 
 

Baker states that the cause of death was accidental (24). 
 
Author’s Name in Reference—If the author’s name does not appear in the text of the paper, both author’s name 
and page number (if available) are required in parentheses (MLA Handbook 54). 
 

The cause of death was accidental (Baker 24). 
 
Note: In MLA style, there is no comma between the name and page number in a parenthetical reference. 
 
Work by Coauthors—Name the authors either in the text or include their last names in the parenthetical reference 
along with the page number (if applicable) (MLA Handbook 116). 
 

Patterson and Linden agree that the gorilla Koko acquired language more slowly than a normal speaking 
child (89). 
 
The authors agree that the gorilla Koko acquired language more slowly than a normal speaking child 
(Patterson and Linden 89). 

 
Work by Three or More Authors—Name the first author and mention the coauthors in the text, or put the first 
author’s last name followed by et al. (Latin for “and others”) in parentheses (MLA Handbook 116). 
 

Ultimately, Terrace and his co-authors concluded that “most of Nim’s utterances were prompted by his 
teacher’s prior utterance” (891). 
 
Ultimately, the authors concluded that “most of Nim’s utterances were prompted by his teacher’s prior 
utterance” (Terrace et al. 891). 

 
Work by Corporate Author—Name the corporate author in the text of the paper or put an abbreviated version in 
the parentheses (MLA Handbook 117). 

 
According to a study by the National Research Council, the population of China around 1990 was increasing 
by more than fifteen million annually (15).   
 
The population of China around 1990 was increasing by more than fifteen million annually (Natl. Research 
Council 15). 
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Works Listed by Title, Not Author or Work from a Website, No Author—Mention the full title in the text or use 
a shortened form of the title in the parentheses (MLA Handbook 117-118). 

 An innovative approach to encouraging children to read is discussed in Choose A Book And Read To Your 
Barber, He’ll Take A Little Off the Top, which appeared on NPREd’s website. 

 The innovative program encourages children to read to their barber while they get a haircut (Choose). 
 
Work in an Anthology—Put the name of the author of the work (NOT the editor of the anthology) in the text or in 
the parentheses:  
 

At the end of Kate Chopin’s “The Story of an Hour,” Mrs. Mallard drops dead upon learning that her 
husband is alive.  In the final irony of the story, doctors report that she has died of a “joy that kills” (25).   

 
Mrs. Mallard drops dead upon learning that her husband is alive.  In the final irony of the story, doctors 
report that she has died of a “joy that kills” (Chopin 25).   

 
Authors with the Same Last Name—If the works-cited list includes works by two or more authors with the same 
last name, include the first initial of the author being cited in the text or parenthetical reference.  If the initials are the 
same as well, use the full first name (MLA Handbook 55). 
 
 Both Lucy and Koko have been reported to lie (A. Desmond 201). 
 
 Both Lucy and Koko have been reported to lie (Adrian Desmond 201). 
 
Long Quotations—If a quotation is more than four lines in your paper, set it apart from the text by beginning a new 
line and indenting one inch.  Type it double-spaced, without adding quotation marks (the example below has been 
single spaced to conserve space).  The following is an example of a long quote.  Note that the end punctuation is 
different than an in-text reference—the period comes before the parenthetical citation.  Note also that a full sentence 
followed by a colon generally introduces a long quotation (MLA Handbook 77). 
 

At the conclusion of the Lord of the Flies, Ralph and the other boys realize the horror of their actions: 
The tears began to flow and sobs shook him.  He gave himself up to them now for the first time on 
the island; great, shuddering spasms of grief that seemed to wrench his whole body.  His voice rose 
under the black smoke before the burning wreckage of the island; and infected by that emotion, the 
other little boys began to shake and sob too. (186) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Portions of handout created by: Caleb Hazelwood, Writing Tutor, Center for Academic Support, Missouri Western 
State University, October 2016. 
 

Works Cited: 
 

Russell, Tony, et al. “MLA Eighth Edition: What’s New and Different.” Purdue Online Writing Lab, 18 Apr. 2016, 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/22/.  

MLA Handbook. 8th ed., The Modern Language Association of America, 2016.  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/22/
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MLA WORKS-CITED LIST 
 
An alphabetized works-cited list, which appears at the end of a paper, gives full publishing information for each of 
the sources cited in the paper.  This list should be titled Works Cited unless there is only one source; then it should 
be titled Work Cited.  The following models illustrate the MLA form for entries in a works-cited list.   
 
This is a major shift in MLA style in that core elements of a source are listed in the following order. Each piece has 
the correct punctuation mark that should be used after it. 
 

- Author. (Last name, first name, period) 
- Title of source. (Italicize title, period) 

NOTE: If citing a chapter, story in an anthology, magazine, or television series title, etc., use quotation 
marks for the chapter, story, or television series title, and italics for the book, magazine, or television 
series name followed by a comma. 

- Title of container, (Normally italicized, comma) 
o The title of the container may be: the book in which a story appears, a television series, Web 

site, periodical, etc.  
- Other contributors, (comma) 

o Sometimes other people contribute to a work. Precede each name (or group of names) with a 
description of their role. For example: directed by, edited by, narrated by, etc. 

- Version, (comma) 
- Number, (comma) 

o Use “vol.” for volume and “no.” for number. (This is new in 2016. In the past, using “vol.” and 
“no.” was associated with APA style. 

- Publisher, (comma) 
- Publication date, (comma) 

o Works online often have more than one date. Use the date that is most relevant to your paper. 
Written as day month year: 27 August 2016. 

- Location. (period) 
o Use “p.” for page number or “pp.” for a range of pages in a print source. 
o For an electronic source, use the URL or web address, beginning with www. (Do not use 

http://.)  
o If a DOI or digital object identifier is given, use it instead of the URL. Write it: 

“doi:12.1234/abc.2000.” 
- For electronic sources, date of access. (period)  

 
 
NOTE: To conserve space in this handout, the following entries are single-spaced; however, in your paper they 
should be double-spaced (see last page of handout for a model).    
 
Electronic sources are becoming the norm, so the MLA Handbook Eighth Edition addresses these resources with the 
update. “The increasing use of [search engines and full-text databases] by students and scholars makes the inclusion 
of a reliable data trail for future searchers even more important” (ix).  

 
Examples of Works-Cited Entries 
 
Electronic Sources 
 
Article from an online database through the MWSU library such as Academic Search Elite. This example has 

three authors. 
 

 Costa, Joana et. al. “Shame, Self-Criticism, Perfectionistic Self-Presentation and Depression in Eating Disorders.” 
 International Journal of Psychology and Psychological Therapy, vol. 16, no. 3, Oct. 2016, pp. 315-328, 
 Academic Search Elite, web.b.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail/detail?vid=12&sid=824ce97d-6b73-4bef-bb27-
 de54a55d3a23%40sessionmgr104&hid=123&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZSZzY29wZT1zaXRl#db=
 a9h&AN=117975608, accessed 12 Oct. 2016. 

http://www./
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E-Book 
 
From Jack Johnson to Lebron James: Sports, Media, and the Color Line. Edited by Chris Lamb, University of 

Nebraska Press, 2016. 
 
E-Mail 
 
Bryant, Elaine.  “Re: Academic Advising.”  Received by Susan Garrison, 21 June 2016.  
 
Facebook 
 
“Diana Gabaldon Shared Outlander’s video.” Facebook, 21 May 2016, facebook.com/diana.gabaldon.9,  1 
 Oct. 2016/. 
 
Image from web: 
 
“Abraham Lincoln image.” Biography.com. 19 Sept. 2016, biography.com/people/abraham-lincoln-9382540. 
 
Lecture, Speech, or Reading 
 
Roberts, Cokie. “Insider’s View of the 2016 Presidential Election.” R. Dan Boulware Convocation on Critical 

Issues, Missouri Western State University, 13 Sept. 2016, www.missouriwestern.edu/convocation/, 12 Oct. 
2016. 

 
PDF 
 
DeGauche, Marcus. “Healing Gender Issues Through Community.” Communities, vol. 162, 2014, pp. 45-50, 
 Academic Search Complete, 21 Oct. 2016, pdf. 
 
Tweets 
A resourceful feature of the eighth edition is its inclusion of social media sources. When citing a tweet, the core 
elements are the “handle,” otherwise known as the username, the text of the tweet, the website name, date, time, and 
URL.  
 
Note: When alphabetizing the “Works Cited” page, ignore the “@” in a tweet and alphabetize according to the first 
letter of handle. 
 
@kanyewest. “I specifically ordered persian rugs with cherub imagery!!! What do I have to do to get a simple 

persian rug with cherub imagery uuuuugh”Twitter, 29 July 2010, 12:01 p.m. www.twitter.com/kanyewest, 
12 Aug. 2016. 

 
 
Website Article or Blog Post 
 
Hollmichel, Stefanie. “The Reading Brain: Differences between Digital and Print.” So Many Books, 25 Apr. 2013, 

somanybooksblog.com/2013/04/25/the-reading-brain-differences-between-digital-and-print, accessed 11 
August 2016. 

 
Books 
 
Book by a Single Author 
 
Goodwin, Doris Kearns. Team of Rivals. Simon and Schuster, 8 Dec. 2006. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/diana.gabaldon.9
http://www.missouriwestern.edu/convocation/
http://www.twitter.com/kanyewest
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Book by Two Authors 
 
O’Reilly, Bill and Martin Dugard. Killing the Rising Sun: How America Vanquished World War II Japan. Henry 

Holt and Co., 13 Sept. 2016. 
 
Book by Three or More Authors 
 
Kyle, Chris, et al. American Sniper: The Autobiography of the Most Lethal Sniper in American History. Harper 

Collins, 3 Jan. 2012. 
 
Book with Author and Editor  
 
Douglass, Frederick.  Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave.  Edited by David W. Blight,  

Bedford, 1993.  
 
Work in an Anthology 
 
Cofer, Judith Ortiz. “Casa: A Partial Remembrance of a Puerto Rican Childhood.” Introduction to College Writing: 

English 100, McGraw Hill, 2010, pp. 151-156. 
 
Periodicals 
 
Harrison, Barbara Grizzuti.  “Collecting the Stuff of Life.”  Harper’s, May 1996, pp. 15-19.  
 
Article in a Newspaper  
 
Browne, Malcolm W.  “Math Experts Say Asteroid May Hit Earth in Million Years.”  New York Times, 25 Apr. 

1996, B10+.  
 
Other Sources 
 
Interview Conducted by Researcher/writer 
 
Shaw, Lloyd.  Personal interview.  21 Mar. 2016. 
 
Television episode 
“Money.” The Office. Adapted for American audiences by Greg Daniels, performance by Steve Carell, Deedle-Dee 

Productions, season 4, episode 4, 2007.  
 
Song or piece of music:  
 
Beyoncé. “Pretty Hurts.” Beyoncé, Parkwood Entertainment, 2013, 

www.beyonce.com/album/beyonce/?media_view=songs. 
 
Comic books 
 
Soule, Charles, et al. She-Hulk. No. 1, Marvel Comics, 2014.  
 
A Final Note: Students often use online citation formatting sites such as easybib.com or sonofcitation.com. These 
sites may not be up-to-date with the latest MLA style. It is your responsibility as a student to know whether what 
you turn in is correct or not.  

For further help with citing sources,  
consult the MLA Handbook Eighth Edition 

 
 

http://www.beyonce.com/album/beyonce/?media_view=songs
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